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emorium

David W. Smith
1964 - 1988

Dave Smith was a winner wherever he played.
He began his American Legion baseball career
with the Class A Bismarck Royals where he
starred from 1978 through 1980 as a pitcher and
centerfielder. In 1980, Dave was the pitching ace
for the Royals, compiling a 7-0 regular season
record as he led the Royals to victory in the
Class A Southwest Regional Tourney and on to
the Royals' first ever State Tournament berth.

The next year, Dave moved §
up to the Class AA Bismarck f
Governors, establishing himself
a5 an outstanding centerfielder
with a rifle arm. The 1981 Gov-
ernors’ sguad completed a suc-
cessful year by advancing to the
Class AA State Tournament.

The following year, 1982, was
an exceptional senior year for
Dave and for the Governors. In
mid-July the Governors showed
their potential as they won the
Mountain States Realty Invita-
tional American Legion Baseball
Tournament in Casper, Wyo-
ming. The Governors then con-
tinned on to win the Class AA
Western Division season title
and the Western Division Tournament to again
earn a State Tournament berth. This time the
Governors were not to be denied the champion-
ship as they defeated Fargo twice in the same
day to win the Class AA State Tournament. Far-
go had entered the day unbeaten in their first
two state tournament games and sported a 20
game winning streak before running into a stone
wall against the Governors.

The Governors next moved on to the Central
Plains Regional Tournament in Fenton, Missouri
where they started strong with a first game 10 to
5 victory over Omaha Charter. Dave's rifle arm
came through twice for the Governors that
August day as they triumphed over Omaha. His
outstanding throw to home plate in the fourth
inning prevented an Omaha run. He then proved
his throw was no fluke the very next inning.
With Omaha runners on second and third and
one out, the Omaha batter hit what appeared to
be a run-scoring sacrifice fly to centerfield. How-
ever, Dave Smith stood in the way. Dave caught

the fly ball and rifled a throw to catcher, Pat
Spaeth who put the tag on the surprised Omaha
runner attempting to score from third base for
the final out of the inning.

The Bismarck Tribune reported that Coach Joe
Warner was impressed by his team’s clutch hits
that day but was particularly elated about Dave
Smith’s two throws that nailed runners at the
plate. “Those were big ones,” Warner said.

Dave '"threw shots to the plate,
both no-hop strikes. Catcher
Spaeth just had to catch them
and put on the tag.”

Although the Governors were
then edged in their final two
tournament games, Dave and
the Governors had completed
an outstanding season. Dave fin-
ished the year with a .379 aver-
age, 3 doubles, 2 triples and 20
stolen bases.

Dave's baseball career was far
from over, however, as the St
Mary's Central High School
graduate continued his outstand-
ing play for four more years of
college ball, beginning with Bis-
marck Junior College from 1982

through 1984 and finishing with Minot State
University from 1984 through 1986, Dave's col-
lege performance earned him spots on the North
Dakota All-Conference Team in 1984, 1985 and
1986.

Following his graduation from Minot State, he
continued his avid interest in sports - hunting
and fishing whenever he had time and playing
softball for the Hair Hospital team.

Despite his many physical triumphs in sports,
Dave was stricken with cancer. Although he
fought a valiant battle against the disease, he
died on October 2, 1988, in a Rochester,
Minnesota hospital at age 24.

Dave is survived by his wife, Pattie; two sons,
Kyle and Lucas; his parents, Bob and Betty
Smith, Bismarck; two brothers, Gary, New
Town, and Gordy, Bismarck; three sisters and
brothers-in-law, Julie and Jerry Nachatilo, Butte;
Barb and Steve Grabar and Kathy and Duane
Materi; Bismarck; and his grandmothers, Mrs,
Ada Smith, Bismarck; and Mrs. Leona Kilmer,
Minot.











































































































































